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This is an electronically recorded interview Dbetween
Ray Stone and Detective Senior Constable Walpole at the
Queanbeyan Police Station on Thursday the 3rd of June,
1999. Alsc present is Senior Constable Woods, who 1is
seated to Mr Stone's right. The time by my watch 1is
3.04pm, eastern standard time. Mr Stone, as I have
already explained to you, Constable Woods and I are
making inguiries in relation to your involvement in
rescue operations carried out during the 1998 Sydney to
Hobart Yacht Race, do you understand that?

Yes.

Do you agree that prior to the commencement of this
interview I told you I intended asking you further
gquestions about this matter?

Yes.

Do you agree that I told you that my questions and any
answerg vyou gave to those guestions would be
electronically recorded on three audio tapes as the
interview took place?

Yes,

Do you agree I also told you that at the conclusion of
the interview you would be given an audioc cassette
taped copy of the interview?

Yes.

Are you happy to be interviewed in this manner?

Yes.

For the purpose of the interview, can you state your
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full name?

Raymond Charles Stone.

And can you tell me your date of birth?

11th of October, 1955.

Could you tell me your current address?

123 Shepherd Recad, Bywong, New South Wales, 2621.

Can you tell me your occupation?

Helicopter pilot.

Are you currently emploved in that capacity?

No,

Have you been employed in recent times in that
capacity?

Yes.

Can you give me some details c¢oncerning that
employment?

The most recent employment was from 1989 to May the
2nd, 1999, with .......... Helicopters.

It's my understand that you have recently performed
duties for Southcare, is that right?

That's correct.

Can you tell me what those duties entailed?

A lone pilot flying a single pilot ..... rescue
helicopter,

Can you, can you tell me your gqualifications, Mr Stone?
With respect to the helicopter, I held an airline

transport licence, brackets, helicopter with the a

Are you able to say or able to tell me, prior to this,
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to the Sydney, Hobart Yacht Race, give me an idea of
your flying time, what number of hours you, you may
have flown up the that point?

In the helicopters, in the order of 5,300 hours.

All right, as I've explained to you, this, this
interview pertains to your role in rescue operations in
the 1998 Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race. Can you give me
a brief overview of your recle in that rescue operation?
Basically, we were tasked to go and perform a winch
rescue from a disabled vessel, the Stand Aside, some
distance of Mallacoota, approximately 70 nautical miles
off Mallaccota at that point.

Can you tell me when, when you were tasked with that
role?

We were tasked with that role sometime after midday, I
can't give you an exact time but it would've been in
the order of 1.00 or 2 o'clock, we were en route from
the Royal North Shore Hospital back to Canberra.

2and I'm not sure I picked up the date then, can you
tell me what date ......... ... .. ...

That was on the 27th of December.

All right, s¢ you were tasked en route from Sydney back
to, to Canberra, is that right?

Correct.

Did, did that necessitate you coming back to Canberra
before you, before you headed down towards Mallacoota
or, or was it a - - -

Yes, it did.
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- - = re—-direct?

We had a requirement to refuel and also to pick up the
right eguipment.

All right, and I'll get into the details specifically
of what happened on the 27th shortly. You've also
mentioned to us earlier that you performed some sort of
duties on the 28th and 29th of December?

That's correct.

1998, can you just briefly mention your - - -

On both of those days -~ - -

- — - role?

Sorry, both of those days we were tasked as part of a,
a major rescue operation to carry out creeping line
gsearches at various locations offshore. We were still
searching for a vessel, that was the Winsten Churchill,
and we were searching for a number of individuals who
were believed to be still in the water. So that, that
constituted the, the mission assignment for both days.
Right, and I'll clarify in more detail what actually
went on, on those two days shortly, but now, going back
to the 27th of December, when you were originally
tasked to go, to go down and perform duties?

Yep.

Other than yourself, who else was, had cause to be in
the helicopter?

The crew for that day, my crewman was Mark Delf and my
paramedics were Kristy McAlister and Michelle Blewitt.

Did you know all of those people before, before this
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particular day?

Yes.

Can you explain to me what Mr Delf's role would be in
the chopper?

Tt's a rescue crew and he's basically responsible for
the eguipment after the, the cockpit, and in a winch
rescue he is the winch operator.

And the, the two paramedics, are they there simply as
paramedics, are they there simply as paramedics, not as
crew members as such?

No, they are crew members,.

They are?

Yes.

Do they perform functions on the helicopter other than
first aid?

Yes, they do, they, in a, they winch rescue, they are
responsible for going down the wire.

All right. So on, on this, the 27th of December,
you've indicated that you were tasked or alerted to, to
an impending operation after midday?

That's correct,

Can you take me through what occurred that day as, as
of when you were down in the vicinity of Mallacoota and
you commenced to fly out?

Yes, O0.K. We were actually originally tasked to go to
Mallacoota as back-up. When we had departed Canberra
and we were on route to Mallacoota we were then

diverted to Merimbula with instructions to do a hot re-
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fuel and then proceed directly to a set of coordinates
that were passed to us, to carry out winching
operations.

All right, and can you now take me, take me further
ahead to, to when you were actually out flying on your
way to do what it was that you were tasked to do?
0.K. We departed Merimbula in, in fairly unpleasant
weather, it was very gusty, very strong winds, but as
we progressed out over the sea, over the ocean, the
wind picked up considerably from around 20 to 30 knots
to around 60 to 70 knots, the cloud ceiling at the same
time was reducing, I estimated, was anywhere between
200 and 300 feet when we got on site, and the sea state
picked up to the point where we, my crew member and I
both independently estimated it was running in the
order of 20 metres, so the, en route to the position we
discussed how we would appreoach the rescue, having
regard to the fact that if the vessel still had its
mast intact, we would have to, to carry out one
apprecach and if it had been dismasted, we could go
straight and winch straight off the vessel. Nearing
the co-ordinates, I got a visual sighting of a vessel,
we flew towards it, I was quite concerned to see that
it still had its, its mast re-intact, at the same time
there was some confusion as to whether that was the
correct vessel or not, the communications were very
poor because, there was no command control aircraft in

place that could give us the information that we
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needed. While we were debating whether this was the
vessel or not, further to the north which would have
been on nmy left, I saw the ...... line of a, of a
hovering helicopter that was probably five miles away.
We diverted to that position to find Helimed 1 in the
process of winching the first of the survivors off the
Stand Aside. The vessel itself had been dismasted, it
had alsc had much of the superstructure taken off the
top. We held in a wide orbit, well clear of the other
aircraft, waiting while he finished his winching
operations, I noticed that they were having some
difficulty getting survivors off, so we discussed how
best to approach the rescue. My crewman was preparing
the paramedics for the rescue, basically were, we were
just holding off, holding off in an orbit waiting for
our turn. Once Helimed had winched eight of the
survivors off, they departed and we flew in, there were
four individuals still left on the vessel, they were
stringing a raft to the, to the aft of the vessel and
when we apprcocached into the hover, two survivors
climbed into the raft and they stringed the raft behind
the vessel, We attempted to hover to, I beg vyour
pardon, to winch +to the raft, but the raft was
continually knocked over. It was knocked over both by
breaking waves and it was picked up by the wind at the
crest of the waves. I am a little unclear on exactly,
of the precise details, but in general terms, Kristy

McAlister was the first of the paramedics to go down
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the wire, she went down, she had some difficulty
getting the survivor, I think she was in the raft and
they got knocked out, but in any event, she picked up
one survivor out of the water, we winched him on beard,
she went down a second time, virtually the same thing
happened, we winched her to a survivor in the water,
she picked him up and came up. By that time she'd
spent gquite a deal of her time underwater, at one stage
perhaps 30 seconds, and was unable to go down the, the
two paramedics swapped the winching gear so Michelle
Blewitt then went down the wire for the second, for the
last two. The first of her missions down the winch,
the winch cable was fouled by the, the painter from
the, joining the raft to the vessel and became quite
severely tangled. S8he was, she can tell her own story.
We were concerned that she wouldn't be able to get the,
the winch cable free of the painter. She took her jay
knife and actually cut the raft free which is probably
the best thing she could've done, it shouldn't have,
shouldn't have been there in the first place, the raft
was then carried off at quite a rate of knots by the
wind. She winched the first of her patients from the
water into the helicopter, they left the skipper on
board, my crew motioned to the, to the skipper to
attach himself to the line that had been attached to
the raft, which he did, then he jumped in, swam away
from the vessel and we picked him up, it was a very

simple one. That acccounted for all the crew on the

7312 - 99/1121 8 SYD-24382.elv



Q34

Q35

Q36

Stand Aside, so we departed for Mallacoota on the
orders of the rescue control, the RCC. We were flying
into very strong headwinds, I estimated, we started off
with a ground speed of about 35 knots, it was, we flew
through, through, a squall line had been appreoaching so
we flew into the sguall line, back to Mallacoota at
about 50 feet, landed at Mallacoota, discharged our
patients and we were then tasked with another search
mission but we were low on fuel, there was no fuel at
Mallacoota so we went back to Merimbula. By the time
we got fuel, it was dark and a replacement crew was on
the way and that was basically the end of my
involvement that day.

All right. Sounds pretty ordinary, doesn't it? Yeah,
we, obviously, we're going to speak to, to the other
people you've nominated and then obviously, they're
obviously in a better position to, to detail the
problems that might have been had with winching
equipment et cetera.

Yeah.

Just some questions first in relation to the, to the
weather. Had you been given any advice prior to
leaving the mainland about what sort of weather
conditions you might have been going to encounter?
No.

Is that normal?

It was a very abnormal situation. It happened very

gquickly I gather.
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You've mentioned wind speeds of 20 to 30 knots when you
left the mainland increasing to 60 or 70 knots at the
scene of the rescue — - -

Yes.

- - — 1is that right?

Yep.

You alsc mentioned that you were, you've gone out over
a, a vacht.

Yep.

Which I take it, wasn't the one you'd been tasked to
look for in the, is that right, in the - - -

That's correct,

Yes, do you know which yacht that was?

I'm sorry, I don't.

When, the mention you've made of 20 metres, an estimate
of 20 metres made by yourself and your crewmen, that,
that relates to the height of the waves you're dealing
with?

That's, that's the extent of the wave face.

Yes.

The vessel, where it was pointing straight up, the wave
was, the wave was half as high again as the vessel was
long, this was about a 40 footer. The Stand Aside.
Right. It's my understanding, there's an item of
equipment that, that assists you 1in measuring the
distance between the top of the waves and the bottom of
your chopper, is that right?

Radar antenna.
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That's, yes, all right. So Ult-rad, is that - - -
Rad-ult.

Rad-ult, also known - - -

Yep.

— — — known as Rad-ult, ult.

That's the one.

You had that equipment on your - - -

That's correct.

- — — on your helicopter? Was it, did you utilise that
tc make any of your determinations about - - -

No.

- - - wave size?

The, the equipment wasn't abkle to keep up with the rate
of change of the terrain under 1it.

In terms of your flying experience, how, how would you
rate the weather conditions you encountered at the, at
the rescue site?

Among the worst I've seen.

Can you, what, what about visibility?

Visibility was, was fair.

And what, what sort of scale do you measure that?

I had no, I had no trouble maintaining a hover
visually. The point to remember is that hovering over
water there are no visual cues.

Yes.

So I, I had to Xkeep my vision very c¢lose to the
aircraft and I was hovering on, my visual cues were

patches of foam, they actually don't move as the waves
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do, soc - - -

Yes.

- - - I mean, I wasn't trying to see to, see to
Tasmania or anything, but I had no problem doing that.
All right, the four people that you've brought on board
from the yacht Stand Aside?

Yes.

Had any of them to you knowledge, sustained injuries?
No, I, I really didn't have any chance to, to do
anything other than glance at a couple of the
individuals.

Yes, I appreciate that's probably a better question to
be asking others that were invelved. Can you just run
me through what you, what you consider or what is the
normal procedure for the removal of people from yachts
to helicopters and particularly in those conditions?

The, the process used depends on the conditions. 1In
these circumstances, it, it would have been easier to
take them out of the water. On a calm day you can
winch straight to the wvessel, 1f the wvessel has a
rigging up then we have to use what's called a, a shot
line and, and physically pull, ........... pull your
rescue crewman onto the vessgel. In this situation, we
could only work with what we had, so the, given the
fact that the raft was a total liability, it, the
easiest way for us to tackle a rescue like that is to
take the people out of the water.

And that, that, in the conditions is recognised as best
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practice?

I, I would say yes. Agaln, 1t, it's something we're,
the c¢rew has to flexible, you're given a set of
conditions to work with and you simply have to use
your, your training and your commonsense to - - -
Yes.

- — — effect the rescue.

Senior Constable Woods, at this stage, any questions?

PLATNCLOTHES SENIOR CONSTABLE WOODS
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Just guickly, you mentioned before that the winch was
fouled on a painter?

Yeah.

Would you just describe what's, what a painter is?
That's just a tether from the, from the yacht, securing
the raft to the vyacht.

0.K. Right.

It's just a rope.

And then Jjust one other thing, vyou, vyou mentioned
before vyou were receiving radio commands from
somewhere, wag there some sort of protocol or set line
of command that you, you were receiving commands from,
like, a home bhase or who was it that vou normally use?
The, the Rescue Coordination Centre, once it's set up,
it's, it's based in Merimbula, was relaying all the
communications through the Commander Control Aircraft
that was permanently 1in relays, different aircraft
permanently posted overhead. When we arrived there was

a, I believe it was an area commander, I have no idea
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where it was from. They were holding in lull but
around the scene as well, there had been an ABC
helicopter there, but by and large, we were on our own.
It was too early in the piece, yeah, it was basically
chaos when we first arrived, so all we could do was go
there and effect the rescue.

And then again, you said with respect to advice, with
respect to the weather, you said you basically had
none, so what were the conditions you had prior,
earlier in the day coming from - - -

We - - -

- — — Royal North Shecre to south?

We had been flying in extremely unfriendly weather all
day, in fact, by the middle of the day at least one of
my paramedics, I think both of them, had been airsick
because the same weather system that generated this
whole catastrophe was also producing high temperatures
even at relatively high altitude, strong winds and
extreme turbulence, so the weather had kbeen very, very
user unfriendly all day, basically.

And, and as a pilct, obviously you'd take a lot of note
cf the weather?

Yes.

On a day to day basis, had you, to your knowledge,
received any sort of indication of this inclement
weather coming through over the previous days?

No, the, the aviation forecasts that we work on stick

to, stick, they stick to information that's relevant to
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the operation of the flight. So I can read the weather
and make a judgment in general terms of what it means,
but, but really I had to stick to the facts. I, I can
only plan on the forecast winds, it, it gives me an
idea of the conditions I will encounter, but, you know,
being told a severe turbulence is a lot different to
actually flying through it, so I did have a guide, the,
when I say we had no advice as to weather offshore, it
didn't come as a great surprise.

Nothing further.

SENIOR CONSTABLE WALPOLE

Just so I don't forget, Ray, you did mention in one of
your answers to me earlier that communications were
pocr. Can you just elaborate on what you mean by that?
The, 1t wasn't so much that communication was poor, in
the first instance there was not a lot of information
available. And it's a, it's a fairly salient point
that we would, we were tasked at first to go to
Mallacoota as back-up when in fact, Helimed 1 had
already headed out to the scene.

Yes. And you, just in relation to one of the gquestions
Jason just asked you, in, you used the word "chaos" to
describe when you first got to the area, can you just
elaborate on what you might mean by that?

It was chaos in terms of the, the weather conditions
and the, the effect that they had had obviously on one
vessel in particular and probably, vou know, we were

painfully aware that there were a number of vessels out
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there.

Yes.

S0 I don't mean chaos in the, 1in terms of, you know,
human disorganisation, I just mean chaos.

On, on this particular mission, that on the 27th of
December, did you experience any problem specifically
related to vyour chopper, helicopter?

No.

Are you aware of any problems that might relate to
equipment contained therein?

Yes.

And can you just elaborate on that for me?

The, the rocll equipment that was put on board the
aircraft did not include crew vests for the two
paramedics and unfortunately I was not aware of that
cmission until after, well after the mission.

What, what are crew vests, just for the purposes of the
interview?

A crew vest is an inflatable vest which also contains
an ELB or locater beacon, flares and other surviwval
eguipment.

So when you did respond in the first instance, how many
of these crew vests would have been on board the
helicopter?

Two .

Any other problems in relation to equipment from your
knowledge - - -

Not - — -
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- — - these equipment, obviously we're going to ask
everybody.

For sure, not at the onset, but we did damage the winch
cable when the raft fouled the cable.

And that, that was during this first - - -

During the rescue, yeah.

- — - rescue, ves. Is there anything that the sailors,
the four sailors that you rescued on Stand Aside, is
there anything that they could've done that may have
impacted on what you had to do? Made it easier?
It's, it's difficult for me to say, I understand that
one of the individuals was insisting he be taken first,
I also understand that the, the kind cf 1life jackets
they were wearing made it very difficult to get the
winch harness over the top so the girls ended up taking
them under the bottom. My, my general impression of
their equipment was that it was very poor.

Can you elaborate any further on, on what you mean by
that?

The, these individuals that we picked up were dressed,
basically, in, like, we are, in street clothes.

Yes.

In jeans, shirts, the skipper was dressed in either an
emergent suit or foul weather gear, but most of the
other guys were just totally inadeguately, inadequately
dressed.

What, what was the air temperature, do you think, or do

you know at the, the rescue site?
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I think, I think it was around, in the order of 10
degrees,

All right, and, and this issue you've Jjust raised
concerning the difficulty the, they had with these life
jackets, as in the difficulties that your people
encountered with these 1life Jjackets, is there a
recommendation that you could put forward or is there
something you could suggest should be standard practice
in relation to that area?

I, I - - -

For, for people involved 1in this yacht race, for
example?

I'm surprised that they weren't wearing more, either
more up to date eguipment or equipment that would
facilitate their survival for an extended period in the
water, 1ie, a vest.

Yes.

As opposed to just the over the head and tied round the
front.

So 1t would be the case that that eguipment is on the
market and exists?

Definitely.

O.K. Is there any other, anything else that you can
think of that the sailors themselves could have done to
make this rescue more efficient? Or their rescue more
efficient, I should say.

I think, having seen the raft go over probably half a

dozen times, they could have, they seemed very
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reluctant to abandon the idea of staying in life raft,
even though they were dumped in the water, they climbed
back into it, and they'd get dumped in again. Look,
I'd hate to be down there doing what they're doing and
T'm pretty sure I'd be holding onto the raft as well,
but in this situation it was a death trap.

Bear with me, Ray - - -

Sure.

- — — while I go through my list of gquestions. You've

made a comment to me on your observations of the

weather,
Mm.
And it wasn't very good,. Have you flown 1in or

encountered worse conditions from a helicopter pilot's
perspective?

Yes, but only in the, in the process of carrying out
ancther emergency operation. Cyclone rescues in the
Timor Sea.

Can you put an approximate time on how long you were
off the mainland, as in when you had left the mainland,
done what you had done, and put the people down for
treatment?

In the order of two hours.

And how long are you fuelled teo fly at any one time?

Three and a half hours, ...............
S¢o this, and this rescue we're talking about, on the
27th of December, was a afterncon rescue?

Afternoon into evening.
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Had it gotten dark as in your normal night-time dark,
while, while you were out there?

No.

Did you suffer any injuries at that, that day?

None whatsoever.

and what about your crew?

My crewman was winched from the aircraft, it's, it's
normal practice to guide the winch cable with one hand
while driving, driving with the other. When the cable
fouled and the raft took off, it, it pulled the cable
to, what he described as a, an excessive ....... angle
he was actually dragged from the aircraft.

Right, and sustained some sort of injury?

He, he is still complaining of a sore shoulder, so soft
tissue, I guess.

And the, the two paramedics, to your knowledge?

Sea water ingestion.

No, no sort of physical injuries that you were aware
of?

No.

Did you have any personal fears during the course of
what went on that afterncon?

It was very daunting to look at, it was very daunting
to watch the other aircraft carrying out its rescues,
but once it had departed, there was no, none.

Have you got anything at this stage?

PLAINCLOTHES SENIOR CONSTABLE WOODS

Q97

7312

Just one thing, just on that, the type of aircraft you
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were flying, it's rated to what sort of conditions,
anything worse than what you were in, or -7

The, the aircraft doesn't care whether it's travelling
at 70 knots through still air or it's sitting in a
hover with 70 knots air blowing over it, it doesn’t, it
doesn't know the difference.

Right, so what I'm, you, could there become a period of
time with weather conditions, that it would be unsafe
to £ly?

Only in terms of, nothing structurally unsafe for the
aircraft, the main hazards would be poor visibility,
certainly with 70 knots in the hover, it was actually
of significant assistance because it means we can hover
with a lot of power so that was working in our favour.
The aircraft, there was, in fact, in that situation
even if we'd lost one engine we probably could’'ve still
flown away, which doesn't happen ocften in a hover over
water, I mean, usually you're committed to a ditch.
Could, could vyou, would you be able fo say how many
flying hours you've racked up in that helicopter?
Approximately?

I gave my totals, I just applied for a job recently and
I had to tally them up, I think I got about 900, I
think about 900 hours flvying time.

Can you, did you have any verbal contact with the, with
any of the four that were brought on board?

None, I gave the skipper a thumbs up when we were

departing up.
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Were you able to gain any notion as to their, sort of
reaction when they came on board, or -7

Stunned.

Grateful?

No.

No?

Stunned.

Stunned, all right. 8o who, in, in a, a rescue of this
type, are you answerable to, when you're out there?
We, we are tasked by the ACT Ambulance Service.

All right.

But in this case¢ the AUSSAR have responsibility for
the, for the mission. So we were, we would, we were
communicating directly with them in terms cf, of them
allocating missicons and stuff like that.

Did you have any problems with your communication
equipment?

No.

If you were asked to make any recommendations about how
anything to do with this yacht race c¢ould bhe made
better, would you be able to offer any thoughts?
Definitely with the survival equipment on bocard the
vessels, to my mind is, was just totally inadequate.
You know, if the boat only needs a certain number of
life jackets to pass survey, that's one thing, but I'n
not sure they, they have tc conform to any standards
and that's where the problem is.

Anything else wyou feel 1is relevant or might be
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relevant?

No, they were unlucky.

Was there anything, or were you aware, how can I put
that, the indications are that this, the weather that
the fleet encountered was far worse than was
anticipated, much, much worse. Is it the case that you
certainly wouldn't have had any inkling of the type of
weather that you were going to encounter out there?
No, it would'wve been impossible to sit there and say,
look, I reckon 70 miles offshore it's geoing to bhe
blowing at 70 knots and, in 20 minutes, you, had toc be
there.

Glad I wasn't.

Take up sailing.

Right, in relation tc the 27th of December, anything

else you want to ask?

PLATNCLOTHES SENIQOR CONSTABLE WOCDS

Q112

73172

Just one last thing, in relation to the communications,
you stated they were poor, did there come a point
during this mission with the Stand Aside that they
seemed to improve things, sort of were coordinated
better or -7

We, there's no requirement for it. Once, once we
arrived on the scene, we could see, we could see what
we had to do basically, and there was no need for any
sort of discussion, there are your four guys, pick them
up and get them back to dry land. So are you talking

about external communications or internal?
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7312

Well, just more so, like, were you on an open frequency
to be able to hear distress signals or just chatter
from other missions that were going on, or -2

No, we were on a, on an aviation frequency so we were
in communication with other aircraft in the area that
were on the same freqguency so we were able to talk to
Helimed and we were 1in brief contact with the ABC
helicopter bhefore he racked off, and we were also
talking to the area commander. So I'm pretty sure, a
bit further down the track, next day I think they had
a discreet freguency for us to operate on but at that
point, nobody really knew what was going on out there,
gso it was situation normal as far as the, the comms
went.

0.K. Right. What time were vou stood down that day or
did you stand down?

About, I handed over at about 2100, just from memory.
We'll move forward now to the, the 28th of December.
Can you run through your activities again on that day?
Yep. We, we flew down to Merimbula on a fixed wing and
took over from the night c¢rew, I think that was at
about, 10.00 in the morning and then we were tasked
with the first of our creeping line searches. I think
at that stage we were still locking for the Winston
Churchill or individuals coff the Winston Churchill,
Can you just explain what a creeping line search is,
mate?

Sorry, we are given a block, right, an area search, and
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we search that by traversing the area, putting an
increment in of about 500 metres then going back 500
metres, back, so we just creep along the line.

Yep, were vou working with the same crew on this day as
=7

No, I had a different crewman, George Casey, but my, I
had the same paramedics.

Right, would, so what happened through the course of
the day, on ............

We covered a significant, I mean, significant amount of
water. The, perhaps the, the most memorable event of
that day was we picked up a distress beacon on 1215 and
homed on that with the aircraft homer and came across
the Business Post Naiad, now we hadn't been aware that
this aircraft, that this vessel had already been
visited by another rescue crew. When we found the
Naiad, we saw an individual lying in the cockpit and,
and this actually is, 1s a point that, that really
should be made, we spent 20 minutes of wvaluable time
tracking a distress beacon and flying around a vessel
where the only occupants were both dead. Not only were
they both deceased, the paramedics in particular were
extremely distressed to learn later on that no
paramedic or rescue crewman had confirmed that they
were, in fact, deceased. Now, when we found this
vessel and were preparing, basically going into winch
circuit, I called the CNC aircraft, told them we'd

found the vessel, that there was somebody on board, we
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0120

were preparing a winch, they said, "No, he's deceased",
basically, head off.

SUSPENDED

RESUMED

SENICOR CONSTABLE WALPOLE

This is a continuation of a interview between Detective
Senior Constable Walpole and Ray Stene at the
Queanbeyan Police Station on Thursday, the 3rd of June,
1929, This is tape number two. Also present, Senior
Constable Woods. If you can recall where you were when
the tape stopped, Ray =- -~ -

O.K.

- - — you can feel free to continue.

We orbited, prepared to winch and we were told by the
......... aircraft that the crew had already been taken
off, that the only people remaining on board were both
deceased, and that we could continue our creeping line
search. And as I was saying, it was particularly
distressing for the paramedics because no-one had, had
officially confirmed that they, the two left on board
were deceased and we also spent some valuable time
tracking the beacon.

How, how did you find out that someone had determined
these people to be dead?

The, just in communication with the ......... aircraft,
they, their transmission was, "No, they're deceased",
basically, go back to your search. And we didn't argue

the peoint at that stage but then again, we hadn't been

7312 - 99/1121 26 5YD-24382.elv



Q121

Q121

0122

Q122

0123

0124

0125

Q126

7312

informed that no-one had been on board that vessel to
put hands on these individuals.

Yeah. S0, that opinion's obviously been formed by
members of the crew who'd - - -

Correct.

— — - been pulled off, off the boat?

That's correct.

Who we can probably take 1t as said, aren't trained
medical - - -

Who were in a - - -

- - - people.

- — - great state of distress themselves,

Capable of certifying someone deceased or otherwise.
All right, can you continue on?

The rest of the day consisted of, I think we did two
sorties that day, they were in the order of about two
and a half hours each, with a break in between for some
food and fuel. At the end of the day, we were taken
off the task and I flew the aircraft back to Canberra.
All right, how, how were the weather conditions on this
day?

They, they had subsided guite significantly.

And the ocean conditions from your observations?

The sea state again, it was, it was still pretty rough
but the, the real power had gone out of it, so I, I
don't even recall thinking it was remarkable.

So did you on that particular day, effect any rescues?

No.
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Your, your own eguipment that day or start with the
helicopter, was there any problems that day?

No.

Equipment connected with your helicopter?

No.

So comparing it to the day before, can you paint a
picture for us?

Yeah, the, it was still, it was still very rough, I
mean, I'm not trying to make it sound frivolous when I
say that the power had gone out of it, but it was, it
was not the kind of ocean that you look at, and when
you think that a number of boats would be torn apart by
it, whereas the day before it seemed impossible that
any vessel could withstand it. We saw a number of
vessels heading into shore and although they were
clearly, you know, being these fairly heavy conditions,
there was, there was no sense of impending doom.

As a result of your activities and/or observations
through that particular day, the 28th, 1s there
anything you could recommend that could be done better,
either on vyour part, the rescue part or the people
involved in the race?

The, Jjust that issue of not having the information
about the Business Post Naiad and the fact that we had
spent, we had spent some time tracking the beacon and
also ...... aircraft and it was, it was difficult in
terms of morale because we got set up to pull somebody

off the vessel who was alive and, you know, they
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weren't, so.

Do you know how long before you had got over the top of
that boat that the people had actually been removed
from it?

It wouldn't have been long, it probably would'wve been
in the order of five minutes between when we determined
that there was a vessel, there was something on board,
and when, when we were re~tasked, sent back on ancther
task.

Ig, 1s it a case that you'd picked up this, a distress
beacon, obviously you would notify somebody immediately
that you had done that?

Yep.

That someone should have been in a position to say to
you that has been addressed?

No. The, the range of the beacon is not great, there
are a number of pecple in rafts out there, each would
have been carrying a beacon on the same frequency, it
could have been anyone,

Yeah, that's fine. Senior Constable Woods, at this

time?

PLAINCLOTHES SENIOR CONSTABLE WOODS

Q135

7312

Just to clarify on the weather conditions. You said it
had subsided, are you able to elaborate on, on wind
speed?

I think the winds were probably down arocund 30 knots
and the seas were probably down say, 10 metres, so, it

was, Jjust about half the conditions.
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Was, was the winch used on your helicopter that day?

Yeg, it had been in the morning, the winch cutter was
changed overnight and the night crew was despatched at
5 o'clock in the morning and they went and rescued five
individuals from Midnight Express, I think it is.

But during the course of your - - -

During my - - -

« — - flying time that day, was the winch used?

No.

What time did you commence duties that day?

We arrived at arcund 9.00, from memory, and the
aircraft was not back at Merimbula when we arrived, it
arrived at probably 2.30 and we took over about 10.00.
And stood down that day at -7

Well, I flew the aircraft back and we landed at about

16.00 I think,

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE WALPOLE

You got anything else in relation to that day?

PLAINCLOTHES SENIOR CONSTABLE WOODS

No, nothing at all.

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE WALPCLE

0140

Q141

7312

Anything else, Ray, that you'd like to say in relation

to what occurred that day?

All right., We move ahead now to the 29th of December,

you've indicated earlier that you were involved in sone

way on that day?

Yes, The aircraft was, we returned the aircraft to
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Canberra it was, it was called back on to the, the
rescue, or the search overnight, and sc when I arrived
at work, prior to arriving at work in the morning the
acting base manager rang, informed me that I'd be
flying down to Merimbula again and taking the aircraft
from the night crew there. S0, I headed down to
Merimbula, we had George Casey was my crewman, I'm
trying to remember who the paramedics were, I think
Brad Hogan was one, I'd have to check .........

Q142 That's something we can look at, yeah.

A Unprepared for that one. And we spent the day again,
flying, flying scarches. The, we were locking for two
individuals who'd been lost from a raft off the Winston
Churchill.

2143 All right. Can you take it further for me, what, how
the day actually unfolded for you?

A The first part of the day, when we arrived I think an
army aircraft was just bringing back the body of one or
two deceased c¢rew from the Winston Churchill. We
attended a briefing at Merimbula and we were basically
given our assignment for the day. We flew out, we were
flying in the area that I gather the individual,
individuals were picked up from. And we were just one
of about three or four aircraft flying ........ line
searches in adjacent patches. We flew, I think we flew
one pattern that day, and we were out there for two and
a half hours. And we were en-route back to Merimbula

and we got tasked for a rescue on land, and that was

7312 - 99,1121 31 S¥D-24382.elv



Q144

Q145

0146

Q147

Q148

0149

Q150

basically the end of our involvement with the, the
search,

All right. The weather, on this particular day?

The weather was, was, the winds probably 10, 15 knots,
the sea almost flat.

And, and the flying conditions?

Perfect,

Yeah. Did your helicopter effect any actual rescues
that day?

No, not in connection with the Sydney to Hobart anyway.
Was, did you have any problems with your equipment at
all that day, to your knowledge?

No.

So what, what time were you stood down that day, do
you, do you recall?

Again, I flew back and I think I would have, think I
was home about 192.00 again.

Did you see any yachts that day?

I saw one coming in within about two miles of
Merimbula, that was it.

Senior Constable Woods, ... eennsn

PLATNCLOTHES SENIOR CONSTABLE WOODS

Nothing on this, no.

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE WALPOLE

Q151

7312 -

Was there anything that happened that day that you're

aware of that would lead you to make a recommendation

about how things might be done differently?

No.
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7312 -

We, we asked you when we were speaking about the 27th
of the 12th, did you have any fears during, during the
time you were out there, this second and third day, did
you have any fears to do with, related to what you were
doing?

None whatsoever.

You also, you also mentioned, I think we were talking
about that last one, that the winch cable was replaced
overnight, between one of the nights you mentioned
earlier.

Yeah.

Is that normal practice?

No, we'd, we damaged the, we suspected that we damaged
the, the winch cable, it had a little bit of, I dunno
what the technical term for it is, but, it was slightly
deformed within the last 20 feet of the, the winch
cable. Which indicates there may be damage inside.
So, the engineer, our engineer flew down that night and
replaced the winch cable.

Just in relation to that, the winch, is it the case
that more appropriate eguipment could have been fitted,
or it was Jjust an unfortunate sort of incident with
It was - - -

- - - equipment which was suitable for the task?

It is, was, an unfortunate meeting of the, the raft and
the winch cable, and if the raft hadn't been there it

wouldn't have damaged the winch cable, simple as that.
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O.K.

So, as I gaild before, the raft was a liability
throughout and if it hadn't been for the extremely
quick thinking of the paramedic who just took a ijay
knife and cut the raft free, if she had tried to
untangle it it could have been far more difficult than
it was. So, no, there's, it was just unfortunate.
Could that have had fatal consequences, had she not
taken that action?

Of course, I mean we were in a situation where, where
anyone could have died. You know, one of the, one of
the paramedics took a blow to the head from the CO2
cylinder that inflates the raft, and that could easily
have hit her in the face, for example. It, yeah, it
was an extremely dangercus situation, there's no two
wayg about it.

So, just, just to summarise and I appreciate that we're
rehashing, if you could make a recommendation out to
improve things, a, as in a single recommendation, what
would it be?

The requirement to have survival gear that meets at
least some, some higher minimum standard. For example,
the, the individuals who went missing off the life
raft, Winston Churchill, if they'd had vests fitted
with locater beacons and strobes, vou know, there's, at
least they would have found their bodies, if not the,
you know, the people still living in them.

All right. Anything else?
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Q160

Qle6l

0lo61l

Qle?2

Just one thing. Aside of yourself, the actions of your
crew, especially on the 27th, is there any sort of
recommendations or commendations you'd like noted with
respect to them?

They did a brilliant jeb. These two women had been on
the helicopter since October, well, some of their
training was in Lake Burly Griffin, and here we go out,
we were flying around, you know, my crewmen spent 20
years in the navy and you know, he would have seen the
ocean in, in just about every possible state that it
can be in, and he was just saying, "Oh, God", and 1in
the end they said, "Shut up", 'cause he wasg, he was
bagically frightening them. But they still went down.
And they did a brilliant job. It was very much, you
know, I sort of look at it, look at it like, we were,
we were sent out to catch a mouse and we, we found
ourselves with a tiger, vyou know, it was, it was far
and away more than we expected to find. But, you know,
so what,

And from your opinion of conditions and it was, what,
heroic for these girls sort of ©being lowering
themselves down - — -

For them, definitely.

- — — in the conditions that were there?

Definitely.

O.K.
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Q163 They, they probably wouldn't look at it like that,
probably look at it that it was their, their job but
obviously - - -

PLAINCLOTHES SENICR CONSTABLE WOQDS

Q164 From your ......... it was heroic?
A Yeah, it was, there's no two ways about it.
Q165 Nothing, further, no.

DETECTIVE SENIOR CONSTABLE WALPOLE

Qle66 All right. 1Is there anything, Ray, you'd like to say
about any of the matters we've discussed?

y: No, that's the most thorough questioning I've had on
the subject since it occurred, so, unfortunately it's
been a bit of a lag, some of the details are probably

a little bit fuzzy.

Q167 Yeah, all right.
g\ You get the gist.
2168 Yeah, all right. All right. The time is now 4.06pm,

eastern standard time. This interview is completed.

INTERVIEW CONCLUDED
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